Wyandotte Creek GSA
Board of Directors

Draft Fee Report Review

March 19, 2026
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Timeline

» March 19 Board Mtg

Approve Draft Report
Set Public Hearing Date

}

» April 16 Board Mtg
Accept Final Report

l

» May 21 Board Mtg
Public Hearing to Adopt Fee

I

I

Distribute Postcard
re: Webinar

Hold Webinar

I

Public Hearing
Notification x 2




Reasons for New Fee Structure

* Reflect land use and groundwater usage by different types of users within
the Subbasin

* Provide greater flexibility to respond to SGMA regulation

* Spread the cost among all beneficiaries (the current fee is not charged to
non-taxable properties)

» Fees will continue to be collected with property taxes

»Non-taxable properties will be invoiced directly by YSGA



Key Differences Current & New Fee Structures

Current Structure New Structure

Only charges taxable parcels Charges all non-Federal parcels

Agricultural parcels pay for entire acreage Agricultural parcels pay for cropped and/or
managed wetlands acreage

Grazing land pays for entire acreage Grazing land only pays the Part 1 fee




Comparison of Current & New Fees

Current Fee Structure

New Fee Structure

DRAFT

Annual

Fee per Current
Parcel Category Acre MAXFee
Non-Irrigated $1.90 $1.38
Irrigated - Surface Water $17.14  $8.98

Irrigation - Groundwater $26.92 $13.86

Total

@ $470,000
Fee Revenue

Calculated
Fee Part Type of Water Use FY27 Fee Fee Application
Part1Fee Every Parcelis charged the Part 1 fee unless Exempt $20.50 per Parcel
orUnusable
Part2Fees Part2fee(s)are added to the Part 1fee[1]
Group 1 SFWPA & Feather River direct diversion Ag. Users $13.26 per Cropped or Managed Wetland Acre [2]
All Other Agricultural Uers $15.58 per Cropped or Managed Wetland Acre [2]
Group 2 SFWPA Users $0.00 per Developed Parcel
Cal Water Oroville & TWSD Users $0.94 per Developed Parcel
All Other Domestic Users $3.76 per Developed Parcel
Group 3 Grazing & Vacant $0.00

[1] A Parcel with agricultural and domestic water use will be charged both Group 1 and Group 2 fees.
[2] Cropped or managed wetland acreage of the Assessor Parcel within the WCGSA boundaries.



Fee Calculation Methodology

1. Determine the Part 1 and Part 2 Costs (vetted by Ad Hoc committee)

2. Determine the Part 1 and Part 2 Fee Units

* Part 1 fee units = number of parcels

* Part 2lfee units = number of cropped acres, managed wetland acres, and developed
parcels

* Final adjustment factor 5% for Part 1 fee units and 10% for Part 2 fee units in draft fee
report may be reduced before May with updated SFWPA data

» The final adjustment factor reduces the number of fee units for the FY27 fee calculations to
allow for Assessor data changes between May and August

» Reduction in the final adjustment factors would reduce the calculated Part 1 and Part 2 fees

3. Divide the costs by the fee units



Part 1 & Part 2 Costs

* Ad Hoc Committee direction FY27 Fee Level of $470,000

* Fees estimated to increase 2.50% each year

* Costs estimated to increase 3.25% each year (for inflation)

* Goal to meet target minimum reserve of at least 3 months operating expenses

mmm Ending Cash Target Minimum Reserve
Total Fee Level $200,000
FY27 Revenue S
Part 1 $244,400 $150,000 I I I I
Part 2 $225,600 $100,000
$50,000

$0
FY26 FY27 FY28 FY29 FY30 FY31
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Annual Regulatory Costs

PART 1 Costs

PART 2 Costs

.

Governance &
Administration

GSP Activities

-

Paid by All Parcels

.

~

J

95% Agriculture / 5% Domestic




Services Provided by Part 1 Fee

The Part 1 Fee funds:

v/ GSA Administration - Staff, legal support, financial reporting, and
operational costs necessary to run the agency.

v Board of Directors Meetings & Public Oversight — Ensuring local
governance, stakeholder engagement, and decision-making
authority.

v Minimum SGMA Compliance Requirements — Covering only what
is required to keep the GSA in existence and recognized by the State
of California.



How the Part 1 Fee Applies

The proposed Part 1 fee applies to all parcels of land in WCGSA’s
jurisdiction unless the parcel is:

e Exempt pursuant to SGMA. This includes federal properties, and properties

held in trust by the federal government for tribes. De minimis users are not
exempt.

* Unusable as determined using Butte County Assessor data. These parcels
are not exempt legally from the fee but are not charged because they can
never be developed due to geographical features such as a lake, or the
parcel has insufficient data available upon which to charge the fee. These
parcels are identified as having land use code UU, U, or 9999 and they have
not been assigned a taxability code, per the Butte County Assessor.
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Part 1 Fee

Fee

Item Total
Cost Allocation for Part 1 Fee $244,400
Fee-Paying Parcels 12,556
Parcels with Final Adjustment Factor 5.0% 11,928
FY27 Fee per Parcel per Year [1] $20.50

Source: HEC March 2026.
[1] Fees rounded to 2 cents.

11



Services Provided by the Part 2 Fees

The Part 2 Fee funds:

v SGMA Monitoring and reporting — Required reporting (Annual Reports,
Periodic Evaluations) and ongoing data collection related to groundwater
extraction.

v Groundwater Monitoring & Data Management - Tracking extractions, basin
conditions, and sustainability trends.

v GSP Implementation — Activities identified in the Groundwater
Sustainability Plan (GSP) to achieve long-term sustainability.

v Stakeholder Engagement & Outreach — Working with groundwater users to
ensure compliance and educate the public on sustainability efforts.
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How Part 2 Fees Apply

* Part 2 fees reflect groundwater use patterns

* Agriculture: fee per cropped acre
* Managed Wetlands: fee per managed wetland acre
* Domestic parcels: fee per developed parcel

} Same fee per acre

* Lower Part 2 Fee for Certain Parcels:

* Parcels served by SFWPA, Cal Water Oroville and TWSD, and direct irrigation
water diverters on the Feather River pay a lower Part 2 fee because they help
improve groundwater storage in the subbasin

» Improved groundwater storage reduces Part 2 costs generation
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Annual SFWPA Data Ask

* To provide SFWPA Irrigation and Domestic customers a lower Part 2
fee the following data will be needed every June:

» List of parcels in the WCGSA boundary receiving SFWPA Irrigation water

» List of parcels in the WCGSA boundary connected to the SFWPA domestic water
system

» Both datasets need the Assessor Parcel Number identification only

» No confidential data or individuals’ water consumption records needed
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Part 2 Fees Definitions

Agriculture

o Cropped Acres is defined as any land identified using Department of Water
Resources’ most recently published crop mapping layer

o Managed Wetlands is defined as land identified using the California
Department of Fish and Game’s BIOS data for the Great Valley Ecoregion
[ds2632]. The managed wetland acre must be within a parcel with a
wetlands conservation easement.

Domestic

o Defined as parcels with a building/structure identified by the Assessor or
Federal Emergency Management Agency structures databases.
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Description of Cropped Acres

DWR
Code

C
D

14 & 11

UL

YP

Avocados, citrus, dates, eucalyptus, kiwis, olives

Almonds, apples, apricots, cherries, peaches & nectarines, pears, pecans, pistachios, plums,
pomegranates, prunes, walnuts

Beans, corn, cotton, safflower, beets, sunflowers
Grain & hay, wheat

14 — long term idle (fallow 4+ years)
I1 — short term idle (cropped in last 3 years)

Alfalfa & alfalfa mixes, pasture, grasses
Rice & wild rice

Bushberries, carrots, cole crops, flowers, nursery & Xmas trees, greenhouse, lettuce / leafy greens,
melons, squash, cucumbers, truck crops, onions & garlic, peppers, potatoes & sweet potatoes, tomatoes

Golf course
Vineyards

Either not cropped, cropped partial year, or unclassified at time of remote-sensing
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Lower Part 2 Fee - Agricultural Users

Agricultural Wwya1 WY24 Avg. Share
Water Sources Annual Use Annual Use of Total Credit for Agl‘iCU ltural Users
acre-feet acre-feet
of Feather River Surface
Groundwater 44,600 67% 32,800 75% 71%
Water
Surface Water
SFWPA Deliveries [1] 1,597 2% 1,597 4% 3% | = . 150 of conjunctively used water
Feather River Diversions [2] 6,364 10% 6,364 14% 12% sources
Other Surface 14,039 21% 3,139 7% 14%
Total Surface Water 22,000 33% 11,100 25%  29% Based on water use in critical
and above normal water years
Total Annual Water Use 66,600 43,900
Source: SFWPA Palermo Canal diversions WY25, CalWATRS database, and WCGSA No credit for surface water users of subbasin
annualreports 2021-2024. creeks (Wyman Ravine, Wyandotte Creek,
[1] Palermo Canal WY25 520,378,290 gallons Honcut Creek & other riparian sources)
1,597 acre-feet because these water sources interconnect with

[2] Hearst Pump and Sun Pacific Pumps - Three Pump. Subbasin groundwater
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Lower Part 2 Fee - Domestic Users

Domestic 2023 Share less 2024 Share less Avg. Share
Water Sources SFWPA SFWPA of Total
acre-feet [2] acre-feet [2]
Groundwater 1,600 29% 1,100 20% 25%
Surface Water [1]
Cal Water & TWSD 3,953 71% 4,324 80% 75%
SFWPA[2] 1,047 4,976
Total Surface 5,000 9,300
Total Water Use 6,600 10,400
Total Use less SFWPA 5,553 5,424

Source: SAFER Clearinghouse and WCGSA annual reports.

Note: Annual report estimates are for the water year. Cal Water and TWSD prouction figures are for the
calendar year.

[1] Feather River water.

[2] SFWPA water excluded from calculation because these parcels exclusively use surface water.
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Credit for Domestic
Users of Feather River
=  Surface Water

75% of conjunctively used
water sources

Based on most recent best
data



Part 2 Fees for Agricultural Users

Fee with Final

Item Calculation Adjustment Factor
10%
Agriculture Part 2 Cost Share a $216,600 $216,600
Cropped & Mg'd Wetland Acres
Cropped Acres 12,894 11,605
Managed Wetlands 1,563 1,407
Total Acres b 14,457 13,011
Acres paying Lower Part 2 Fee C 1,183 1,065
Total Weighted Acreage 85% d=c*85% 1,006 905
Fee Calculation Acreage e=b+d 15,463 13,916
Annual Fee per Cropped or Mg'd Wetland Acre
SFWPA & Feather River direct diver: 85% f=g*85% $13.26
All Other Agricultural Uers g=ale $15.58

Note: Fees rounded to 2 cents.
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SFWPA Irrigation customer parcels
and direct diversion Feather River
water parcels would pay Part 2 fee @
85% $13.26 per acre per year

All other agricultural and managed
wetland parcels would pay full $15.58
per acre per year



Part 2 Fees for Domestic Users

o DRAFT
Fee with Final
Item Calculation Adjustment Factor
0
o SFWPA domestic parcels would not
Domestic Part 2 Cost Share a $9,000 $9,000 pay Part 2 fee
Developed Parcels . .
Nolasies ) b 1078 970 Thermalito & Cal Water domestic
Imported Water c 6,350 5,715 parcels would pay 25% of the fee
Weighted Parcels 25% d=c*25% 1,588 1,429 $O.94 / year
Fee Calculation Developed Parcels e =b+d 2,666 2,399
Annual Fee per Developed Parcel Other SyStemS & domestic well
SFWPA Users $0.00 owners would pay $3.76 / year
CalWater Oroville & TWSD Users  25% f=g*25% $0.94
All Other Domestic Users g=ale $3.76

[1] Fees rounded to 2 cents.
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Fee Report Calculated FY27 Fees

Calculated
Fee Part Type of Water Use FY27 Fee Fee Application
Part1Fee Every Parcelis charged the Part 1 fee unless Exempt $20.50 per Parcel
or Unusable
Part2Fees Part2fee(s)are added to the Part1fee[1]
Group 1 SFWPA & Feather River direct diversion Ag. Users $13.26 per Cropped or Managed Wetland Acre [2]
All Other Agricultural Uers $15.58 per Cropped or Managed Wetland Acre [2]
Group 2 SFWPA Users $0.00 per Developed Parcel
Cal Water Oroville & TWSD Users $0.94 per Developed Parcel
All Other Domestic Users $3.76 per Developed Parcel
Group 3 Grazing & Vacant $0.00

[1] A Parcel with agricultural and domestic water use will be charged both Group 1 and Group 2 fees.
[2] Cropped or managed wetland acreage of the Assessor Parcel within the WCGSA boundaries.
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Examples of Parcel Fees

Typical lot size DRAFT

Parcel New
Size Water Structure
(acres) Use Provider PART 1 FEE PART 2 FEE Fee Calculation FY27 Fee

a

Domestic Private Well ~ $20.50 per parcel $3.76 perdeveloped parcel =$20.50+ $3.76 $24.26
Domestic S. Feather $20.50 perparcel $0.00 perdeveloped parcel =$20.50+ $0.00 $20.50
Domestic City of Oroville $20.50 perparcel $0.94 perdeveloped parcel =$20.50+ $0.94 $21.44
100 Agriculture Private Well  $20.50 per parcel $15.58 percropped acre =$20.50 + ($15.58*100) $1,578.50
100 Mg'd Wetland  Private Well ~ $20.50 per parcel $15.58 per mg'd wetland acre =$20.50 + ($15.58*100) $1,578.50
100 Agriculture S. Feather $20.50 per parcel $13.26 percropped acre =$20.50 + ($13.26*100) $1,346.50
100 Ag.&Domestic Private Well ~ $20.50 per parcel $15.58 percropped acre =$20.50 + ($15.58*95) $1.504.36

(95 acres cropped) $3.76 perdeveloped parcel  $3.76 U
100 Rangeland $20.50 per parcel =$20.50 $20.50
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Comparison of Example Parcel Fees:

Current and New Fees at $470,000 Fee Level

Typical lot size

Parcel New Current

Size Water Structure Structure Fee

(acres) Use Provider FY27 Fee FY27 Fee Difference
a b c=a-b
Domestic Private Well $24.26 $3.80 $20.46
Domestic S. Feather $20.50 $8.57 $11.93
Domestic City of Oroville $21.44 $2.57 $18.87
100 Agriculture Private Well $1,578.50 $2,692.00 ($1,113.50)
100 Mg'd Wetland Private Well  $1,578.50 $190.00 $1,388.50
100 Agriculture S. Feather $1,346.50 $1,714.00 ($367.50)
100 Ag.&D ti Private Well 1,187.64
g &Domestic  PrivateWell o\ ) 36 42 g92.00 )
(95 acres cropped)

100 Rangeland $20.50 $190.00 ($169.50)
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How will the Fee Change Each Year?

Every year the Board has ability to adjust the fee levels and fee
methodology.

* The WCGSA Board can set the fee each year based on a percentage increase
(maximum percentage increase established), or application of a price index
without fee study/analysis

* If fee revenue need is greater than applying a percentage change, or if the
percentage of costs between Part 1 and Part 2 costs need adjusting, the Board
can adopt an updated fee

* Methodology will be specified in the fee resolution
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What if my Parcel is Paying an Incorrect Part 2
Fee?

* WCGSA will update its existing Classification Change Request process,
located on its website

* The Agency will review the request; incorrect data will be updated

* Corrections of Part 2 fees will be debited or credited on the next year’s
property tax bill

* WCGSA will develop a policy for the method to debit or credit corrected
Part 2 fees for hand bills

2 HANSFORD
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